What Defines True Health?

by Haley Brumbach

Health is a holistic concept that goes far beyond the number on the scale. A truly healthy
lifestyle includes various dimensions:

Balanced Nutrition

Rather than focusing solely on caloric intake, it's essential to consider the quality of food being
consumed. Eating nutrient-dense foods that provide essential vitamins, minerals, antioxidants,
fiber,and healthy fats supports every system in the body, from the brain to the immune system.
A person eating a variety of whole foods may experience significant health benefits.

Physical Activity

Physical activity improves strength, endurance, cardiovascular health, and mental well-being.
Regular exercise helps maintain muscle mass, strengthens bones, boosts mood, and reduces
the risk of chronic conditions like type-2 diabetes and heart disease.

Mental and Emotional Well-Being

Stress management, mental resilience, and emotional well-being are crucial to overall health.
Chronic stress can lead to hormonal imbalances, poor digestion, sleep disturbances, and
weight gain or loss, all of which impact health. Practices like mindfulness, adequate sleep,
social connections, and engaging in enjoyable activities are key to maintaining a healthy mind
and body.

Sleep Quality

Sleep plays a vital role in physical recovery, hormone regulation, mental clarity, and immune
function. Even with a “perfect” diet and regular exercise, inadequate sleep can undermine
health efforts. Chronic sleep deprivation can also lead to weight gain, increased cravings, and
difficulty managing stress, highlighting the interconnectedness of sleep with overall health.

PLEASANT VIEW



Weight Loss Should Be a Side Effect, Not the Goal

When weight loss becomes the primary goal, it can overshadow the pursuit of sustainable
and holistic health habits. Fad diets, restrictive eating, and obsession over the scale often lead
to cycles of yo-yo dieting, which can be more detrimental than carrying a few extra pounds.
Instead, weight loss should be seen as a possible side effect of making healthy lifestyle choices,
not the main objective.

Here are some healthier approaches to focus on:

- Shift to Nutrient-Dense Foods: Choose foods that provide high nutritional value instead
of foods that are merely low in calories.

-  Emphasize Movement: Engage in regular activities that you enjoy.

- Build Healthy Habits: Prioritize getting enough sleep, managing stress, and taking time
to care for your mental health.

« Listen to Your Body: Practice mindful eating by paying attention to hunger and fullness
cues. Acknowledge what foods make you feel good, energized, and satisfied.

Measuring Health Beyond the Scale

If weight isn’t the best measure of health, then what is? Consider focusing on these markers
instead:

- Energy Levels: Do you feel energized and capable throughout the day, or are you
frequently fatigued?

« Fitness: Are you able to move easily, climb stairs, lift objects, and engage in daily activities
without discomfort?

« Mental Clarity: Is your mind clear, focused, and able to handle stress, or do you feel
overwhelmed?

« Sleep Quality: Are you getting restful sleep and waking up feeling refreshed?

« Blood Markers: Consider regular health check-ups that measure cholesterol, blood sugar,
inflammmation, and blood pressure.

A New Perspective on Health

Weight loss can be part of a healthy lifestyle, but it's not the only, or even the best, indicator
of health. To truly improve well-being, it's essential to look at the bigger picture. Holistic
health requires a balanced approach that includes nutrition, movement, mental well-being,
and lifestyle habits that support long-term vitality. Remember that health is not defined by
a number on the scale, but by how you feel, function, and live your life each day. Let's move
beyond the myths of weight loss and embrace a broader and more inclusive vision of health.
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